Note to parents, carers and teachers 


Read it yourself is a series of modern stories, favourite 
characters and traditional tales written in a simple 
way for children who are learning to read. The books 
can be read independently or as part of a guided 
reading session. 


Each book is carefully structured to include many 
high-frequency words vital for first reading. The 
sentences on each page are supported closely by 
pictures to help with understanding, and to offer 
lively details to talk about. 


The books are graded into four levels that progressively 
introduce wider vocabulary and longer stories as a 
reader’s ability and confidence grows. 


: Ideas for use 


- Although your child will now be progressing 
towards silent, independent reading, let her 
know that your help and encouragement is 
always available. 


- Developing readers can be concentrating so 
hard on the words that they sometimes don’t 
fully grasp the meaning of what they’re reading. 
Answering the puzzle questions on pages 46 and 
47 will help with understanding. 


For more information and advice on Read it yourself and 
book banding, visit www.ladybird.com/readityourself 


Level 4 is ideal for children who are ready to 
read longer stories with a wider vocabulary and 
are eager to start reading independently. 
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Thousands of rats came to 
Hamelin. There were big rats and 


little rats, thin rats and fat rats. — 
There were rats in all the houses" 
and rats inallthe shops. _ 


“There are rats on my table!” 
said one man. 


“There are rats under my chair!” 
said another. 


“There are rats in my kitchen!” 
called one woman. 


“There are rats in my bed!” 
called another. 
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“There are rats all over the 
house!” called a little boy. 


“Make these rats go away!” 
called a little girl. 
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The people of Hamelin 
went to see the mayor. 


“Get rid of these rats!” 
they shouted. 


“What can I do?” said the mayor. 
“There are rats in my house, too. 
I can’t get rid of them.” 


But the people said, “You must 
make all the rats go away.. ia 
If you don’t make them go away — 

we will choose another mayor.” 
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Then one day, a stranger 
went to see the mayor. He was 
dressed in red and yellow. In 
his hand he carried a pipe. 


“I am the Pied Piper,” said the 
stranger, “and I can make the 
rats go away.” 


The mayor said, “If you can 
make these rats go away, 
I will give you lots of money.” 


“Very well,” said the Pied Piper. 
“But don’t forget your promise.” 


Then the Pied Piper went into 
the streets of Hamelin and began 
to play a strange tune. 


The rats heard the tune and 
stopped what they were doing. 


Suddenly, one rat ran after the 

Pied Piper. Then another rat ran 
after him. And another. Soon, all 
the rats ran after the Pied Piper. 


Sabet cane 


* 


The Pied Piper walked towards 
the river, still playing the : 
strange tune on his pipe. 


The rats followed him and 
jumped into the river. And that 
was the end of the rats. 


The Pied Piper went back 
_ to see the mayor. 


“The rats have all gone,” 

he said. “Please give me the 
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money you promised me. 


No,” said the mayor. “I have - 


am 
no money to give you.” — i 
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“If you don’t give me the 
money,” said the Pied Piper, 

“I will play another tune, and 
you will not be so happy then.” 


“You can do what you like,” 
said the mayor. 


So the Pied Piper went out 
into the streets and began. 
to play another tune. 


In all the houses and in all 
the streets, the children 
stopped playing. Then, one 
by one, they ran after the 
Pied Piper. 
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The people of Hamelin called 
to the children to stop, but 
the children didn’t hear. They 
followed the Pied Piper through 
the streets and over the river. 


They followed the Pied Piper out | 
of the town and up a mountain. 
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Suddenly, the mountain opened ; 
up and the Pied Piper went : 
inside. The children followed 
; him. Inside the mountain was a 
beautiful land full of trees and 
flowers and birds. 
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But one little boy had hurt his leg 
and he couldn’t keep up with the © 


The little boy went back to the 
town and went to see the mayor. 


“My friends are inside the 
mountain with the Pied Piper,” 
he said. “They will never 

come back.” 


The people of Hamelin were 
very unhappy. | 


“Where are our children?” 
they shouted to the mayor. 
“You must go and find them.’ 
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So the mayor went to look for 
the children. He looked for: 
years and years and years. 
He is still looking 

_ for them now. 


How much do you remember about the 
story of The Pied Piper of Hamelin? ‘ 
Answer these HGR: and find out! — 


e What i is the problem | 
in Hamelin? 


e Which edltes is ihe: 
Pied pape dressed in? 
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° Mar Hed the Pied Piper 
get rid of the rats? 
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e Why j is thes 
Pied Piper SO Cross 
| with the mayor? 


e Where does the Pied 
_ Piper take the children? 


_© Who goes to look for 
the children? 


Unjumble these words to make words 
from the story, then match them to the 
correct pictures. 
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Read it yourself with Ladybird 
Tick the books you’ve read! 


For more confident readers who 
can read simple stories with help. 


2 Foppet 
Ie SELLE 


jasanofi 3) ppoy © 


i 
ee 
a i 


a 


JPS4NOfi 3) ppay O 
Jj9SANOA 31 poay O 
jasanofi 31 ppsy OE 


jesanohi ys ppay O 


INFLSCR RG Lhe Read it yourself with Ladybird app 
App Store is now available for iPad, iPhone and 
iPod touch 


App also available on Android devices 


Che mayor of Hamelin asks the Pied Pipe: 


to rid the town of rats. But what will happen 


when he doesnt Keep his part of the bargain ; 


Read it yourself is o series of character stories 
and traditional tales, written in a simple way for 
children who are learning to read 


Level 2 


For beginner readers who can read short, 
simple sentences with help 


Level 3 
For more confident readers who can read 
simple stories with help. 
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